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September 4, 2008 
 
Senator Jason M. Gant, Chair 
Government Operations and Audit Committee 
South Dakota Legislature 
 
C/O Gary L. Hoscheid 
Dept of Legislative Audit 
427 South Chapelle 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
 
 
Dear Senator Gant, 
 
In your letter dated September 3, 2008, you requested a written report that provides a 
listing of all the employees of the SD Science and Technology Authority.  You further 
asked that the report includes the position title of each individual along with the 
respective salary currently being paid. 
 
In response, I have included the attached salary schedule approved by the SDS&TA 
Board of Directors for FY 2008/2009.  This schedule provides both the current salary for 
each position, as well as the salary range.  I provide you with this schedule because it 
includes numerous positions that are not on staff at this time, but will be added in the 
future. 
 
As you know, this project was initially brought to the legislature as a non-traditional 
structure that South Dakota has never dealt with before.  The structure to achieve a 
National Laboratory required the Authority to compete for world class scientists, risk 
managers, environmental and safety experts.  We are competing for these people, as 
well as engineers and technicians with special skills and knowledge, at a time that the 
mining industry is booming.   An example of this is evident when we are having trouble 
finding a Chief Mining Engineer in the salary range of $96,500 to $144,750.  The same 
is true for other positions.  The DUSEL group headed by Dr. Kevin Lesko has been 
experiencing the same issue as they try to add staff for the Preliminary Design Report 
they must present to the NSF.  I relate this to you, to put some perspective to the 
schedule being provided. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Ron Wheeler 
Executive Director 
 
 
Cc:  Jason Dilges, Commissioner of Bureau of Finance and Management. 


